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ANNE,

QUEEN KEGNANT OF GEEAT BRITAIN.

THE princess Anne'* certainly felt sincere grief for the death
of her sister. She wrote to king William, expressing it
in terms which his astute advisers considered as affording some
opening for personal reconciliation. This lord Somers assured
"MT" must be effected, or his uncle would be called to the throne
in a few days. " Do what you please, my lords," said the king ;
" I am incapable of all business." Anne, who had offered to visit
him, was nimble to walk, but she came to Campden house, and
from thence was carried in her sedan-chair to Kensington palace,
and into the presence-chamber, Lewis Jenkins walking by her,
and opening the door of the sedan. The king saluted her there.
She told his majesty, in faltering accents, that "she was truly
sorry for his loss." The king replied, that " he was much con-
, cerned for hers." Neither could refrain from tears, nor speak
distinctly. The king then handed the princess into his closet;
she stayed with him three-quarters of an hour.

The interview of the bereaved husband and sister took place in
the king's private sitting-room or closet. Had it been held in the
presence-chamber, many eyes and ears of persons on lawful duty
must have witnessed it, and the whole conference woiild have been
matter of history; instead of which, no particulars further than
the simple detail of the usher, Lewis, have ever transpired. But
the commonest capacity can divine how the widower-king and MB
sister-cousin came to an understanding that the island crowns
could never bo transmitted to the duko of Gloucester, without
they suppressed all memory of mutual disgusts, and combined
their interests against James II. and his son. At this conference
the king must have agreed to receive the earl of Maiiboroiigh
and his wife into favour. The late queen's jewels were soon after
sent to Anno, as a. pledge that the reconciliation was complete.

* The farmer incidents of the life of queen, Anne have been incorporated in
that of her si&ter, Miuy If.